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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-4, drawn to device, classified in class 257, subclass 797. 

II. Claims 5-10, drawn to method of manufacturing, classified in class 438, 
subclass 258. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following 
reasons: 

Inventions Group I and Group II are related as the process of making and the 
product made. The inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be 
shown: (1) that the process as claimed can be used to make other and materially 
different product or (2) that the product as claimed can be made by another and 
materially different process [MPEP §806.05 (f)]. For example, it is possible to pattern 
the substrate and form trenches first, followed by depositing a silicon oxide film in 
the trenches, followed by planarization and removal of the resist. The silicon oxide 
filled trenches are then protected by a resist, and the exposed substrate oxidized, 
followed by formation of a silicon nitride film. 
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Because these inventions are distinct for the reason given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Beth E. Owens, Ph.D. whose telephone number is 
703.305.2369. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Richard Elms, can be reached on 703.308.2816. The fax 
phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
are 703.305.3431 for regular communications and 703.305.3432 for After Final 
communications . 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
703.308.0956 /-n 
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